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snecdote of 4 painter who set upa pictare in
the market place, with a pot of black paint and
2 brush beside it, and the inscription, “FPlease
indicate fanlts.”

W hen in the evenlng be rovisited his pieture,
he found it snudged out eflectually, as every-
one hadl discovered and marked out s blemish,
Next day heset upa replioa of the pictare,
with paint and brush as before, and the in-
Ecription, “Please indicate boauties.™

Er evening the enlire canvass was covered
with binck, Ewersone bhad found a beaunty,
where previously everyone bhad detected a
tmult,

The modern novelist sends his work into the
great forum, and without Inviting, expects
criticiem. The printer’s ink is alws ys avail.
nble wherewith to draw attention to his de-
fects, In Galdsmith’s apologue the critics
found besuties, in the preseut they see only
bemishes, which they dab at venomously,
and the sorrowiul suthor sit= at evening over
his deaplaed and bespatiered production, be-
wilderod, aud ashamed to find that his earnest
work, that lias calied out his most generons
fenlings, over which he has fagged and worn
himsell, 15 a2 mass of blunders, » tiskue of faults

wants as well are affected” That wounld be
better, no doubt, but the reader would not
epeak thus, and Salome did not.

The author must be allowed to exercise his
jndgment and pive only as much of the conver-
sation as is necossary, and not be obliged to re-
cord the grammatical alips, the clumsy con-
struotions, the tedious repetitions that disfig-
ure our ordinary conversation.

The English language is so simple in struc-
ture that it invites a profligats usage of it; It
allows us to pour forth aflood of words without
having first thought out what we intanded to
say. The sentences tumble higelety-pigglety
from our lips like ohiidren from an untidy nur-
sery—some unclothed, one short of a shoe, and
another overhatted. Do we get the Parliament-
ary debates as they were conducted? Where
are all the * " and “haws,” the “I means"
and “you knows? ‘What has become in print
of the vain repetitions and unfinished sen-
tences? Ismot all that put into order by the
judicious reporter? In like maoner the novel-
ist is armed with the reporter's powers, and ex-
ercising the same discretion passes the words
of his crestions through the same mill. Using,
therefnre, the privilege of a roporter, we will

down the pot. She breathed painfolly, and
looked at Mrs, Bidebottom with a daze of
terror in har eyes.

“Phank you,” said the lady, *Tsaid I wounld
have & little more tes. Bless me! How your
foelings have overcome you. Family affection
is charming, idylliec, but—don't spill the tea a4
you did the cream.”

“Would you kindly pour out for yourself:"
asked Salome. “It istrue that my hand shakes.
1 am not very well this moming."

“Delighted. As I was saying," pursued Mrs.
Bidebottom, drawing the teapot, sugar basin
and cream jog to herself—"as I was saying, in
the small hours of the might I was roused by
the snoring and could not sieep. So [ rose, and
opened the spare room door and looked in."

Salome's frightened eyss wereriveted on her.

“I looked in, and saw & man lying on the bed.
1 could not see his face. The curtain wasin
the way, and there was no light save thatof
the moon. At first I was frightened, and in-
clined to cry out for sal-volatile, I was so faint
But after a moment or two 1 recovered myself.
This manhad ovn more clothing than—that
other one. He wore bootsand soon. After
the first spasm of dismay I recoversd myself,

tow, Oh, Philip—I beseech you!"

~Salome,” said ber husband wery gravely,
“that man is in there.”

*1 know, I know be is,”" shs answered timor-

ualy.

“Oh, Phillp, don’t mind ber. He will get
away, and he has my moneyl" entreated Mra,
Sidebottom on her part.

“Why do yon sesk to shelter him?" atked
Phillp of lus wafe, ignoring the words of his
aunt

“f pannot tell you now, Will you not trust
me? Do allow him to escape.”

“Salome!” extlaimed Phulip lo such a tone as
made her shiver, It expressed so much indigna-
tlon,

She could say no more in urgence of what
she had asked, but looked at him steadily with
her great imploring eyea

Mrs. Sidebottom was not silent; she poured
inn discharge of canister, and was cut short by
Philip, who, tuming sternly to her, said:

“I request your sil The drel can-
not eseape. The windows of both rooms are
barred, becauss on the ground floor, Ho can-
not break forth. Ihave himasinatrap. It is
merely & question with me—which my wife

®
feilow, but Beaple Yeo—or Schofield quickly
brought his stick round. .
by F vippin!” #aid he, 'take care; I bave a
2 In this, that will run through if you
touch me—though are my son,”

Philip closed with him, wrenohed the stick
S

ple wounid no L]
withiout an effort to recover it, and hm
rush at Philip to beat him aside, as he drew
back, which would have led tosa fresh test of
strength, had not Balome thrown herself be-
t%ohcn then?. ?Mg E m{muu?a. said,
\ o ather

Phlil?p]god hufud he n:?Bohnlald faced
;leh other In sllence, the Iatter with his eye on

hilip to note how he received the news,
Philip grew greyer In tint, and every line in his
face despanod; his eyes became more like
:}urn:om stones than sver—cold, hard, almost
nanimate,

“It s zmui"nlﬂ Bchofield: chuck has
told you the fact—the very fact. Why shouid
it have been Kept from You 8o long T—so long ?
The Schoflelds ars s family as good as the
Pennyc nicks, and the name {8 not 80 much
of a wouthfiller, wiﬂuh. at least is a consolation
—a consolation, Now, perhaps, son-in-law you
will allow me tostepby? Not U my word
thers would bs somethin un-(thrmn—wu
thing to shock the moral sense even of an old
Roman—a classic Romav—for a son-in-law to

anoa.
“Now, I 1 7 said the
o Lispros Lanp ot md s rome

“No,™

balf. I have my oid scores
well as the new scores—w. are not my own
-lguuﬂu]nn‘!'en."

e " gaid the man, in & “It
will be so terribly bad for you to have the con-
vern here mixed up a
consi »
famous oune, and was as houest as the daylight.
It must have rendered 25 A
an X id have me a
o Then 't you bava

of flint. he turned to Halome. “Spéuk

word for your father, child!” he said, In alow

tone.

Salomeshrank from him and turned to Philip,
who put ont his steady band
back, not roughly but firmiy, toward Schofield

Then, in a su of fear
the fellow screamed, ““Will you let me pass

“The constable will be directly, and
I will; not till then,” said Philip.

““Bah! the constable!” scoffed Schofletd.

“You have sent to have a constable summoned.
a::'hmu he? Looking fors policeman is

and thrust har
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